Basis Spiritual Warfare:
The predominant view in our western culture, naturalistic, rationalistic, scientific—dismisses the concepts of spiritual warfare, Satan, demons, evil spirits, truly don’t exists.  Surprisingly, that viewpoint is shared by some Christians as well.

There are those Christians who believe demons may have been active during Biblical times, but they’re no longer active in the modern world.  Other Christians say what was called demonic activity back then was really what we know now as mental illness. 
Matt 10 1He called his twelve disciples to him and gave them authority to drive out evil[a] spirits and to heal every disease and sickness.
It’s one thing to be aware of the spiritual warfare, it’s quite another to give the enemy “more” power than he possesses.  Satan is a defeated foe, yet still lethal. 

Satan’s strategies work in three primary phases.

· The first phase is simply “I’m not here.”  If we deny his existence, there is no need for him to do anything else.  Most of the culture around us reinforces this message and the strategy can be effective, particularly among Christians who refuse to accept the reality of spiritual warfare.

· The second phase of his strategy: coercion.  This is where the father of lies, the great deceiver 

Jn 8 44You belong to your father, the devil, and you want to carry out your father's desire. He was a murderer from the beginning, not holding to the truth, for there is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks his native language, for he is a liar and the father of lies...  
Remember, he will take the emotional wounds we all carry and plant the seeds of lies and distortions in the fertile soil of our wounds.  In the “absence of God’s truth”, those seeds take root and grow, spawning more lies, more distortions, and more seeds.  It’s the vicious cycle of cancerous evil.
The coercion has levels like oppression, where a fog seems to set in and you can’t see or think clearly. Thoughts seem to come crashing in from all directions. If the oppression is strong enough and continues long enough, we may withdraw and isolate ourselves.  Satan, of course, encourages Christians to separate from community, through quantities of shame and guilt to keep us away from the very people who could help us. 
The strongest and most intense phase of coercion is bondage or stronghold.  In most cases, a stronghold is only present in one area of a person’s life, but in that one area they are truly living as a prisoner to whatever it is that has control over them.  Pornography, greed, brutality, anger, food, lying, alcohol, drugs…the list is long.
2 Cor 10 3For though we live in the world, we do not wage war as the world does. 4The weapons we fight with are not the weapons of the world. On the contrary, they have divine power to demolish strongholds. 5We demolish arguments and every pretension that sets itself up against the knowledge of God, and we take captive every thought to make it obedient to Christ.
· The third phase to Satan’s strategy, used if denial isn’t present and coercion is resisted and perhaps neutralized, but not completely overcome.  Satan plants the seed of complacency. Complacency doesn’t have to be the headline-making Sins.  
I’ve done enough around the church or in my ministry; let others pick up the slack, I’m tired.
I’ve read the Bible plenty of time; I sure don’t need to read it every day. 

I pray before meals, and anytime the pastor asks me to. 

I’ve managed to do a pretty good job with my life, no complaints.

I’ve never done it that way before!

Possession attacks on the unbeliever’s
This is rare because most unbelievers have their lives centered around the “things of this world” therefore they are easily used as tools of Satan for general disruption in the kingdom of God! However, it is when unbelievers began to move back toward the light that Satan will be most cruel!  
Deaf Mt 9/Blind Mt 12/ Insane Lk 8 /Suicidal Mk 9/Self mutilation Mk 9

Supernatural strength Lk 8

Believers can “not” be possessed

Eph 2 4But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, 5made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions—it is by grace you have been saved. 6And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus, 7in order that in the coming ages he might show the incomparable riches of his grace, expressed in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus.
Attacks for within, “Me, Myself and I”
James 1 13When tempted, no one should say, "God is tempting me." For God cannot be tempted by evil, nor does he tempt anyone; 14but each one is tempted when, by his own evil desire, he is dragged away and enticed. 15Then, after desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, gives birth to death.

Remember, Satan is defeated!  Jesus has granted believers “all” power and authority, we can “ask/PRAY” for Him to exercise that authority and power for His Glory and Our good. 
Mt 28 18Then Jesus came to them and said, "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in[a] the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely, I am with you always, to the very end of the age."  

Even though Satan’s is defeated, that doesn’t mean he’s inactive, we must put on the “armor” spoken of Ephesians 6:13-18 and fight on behalf of the kingdom of God.

